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(54) Image conversion apparatus 

(57) An image conversion apparatus for converting 
and outputting the spatial resolution, temporal resolu- 
tion, or image quality of compressed Image data input 
thereto is provided. A compression-coded frame-unit 
image signal An input from the input signal line (10) is 
changed to real-time image data Rn by an image 



decoding unit (1). A image coding unit (2) tiien converts 
the real-time image data Rn to compressed image data 
comprising fewer picture elements and having a differ- 
ent spatial or temporal resolution different from that of 
the real-time image data Rn. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 

1. Claims: 1.2.4.7-9 

Image conversion apparatus for converting compressed data, 
comprising a resolution converter, wherein said resolution 
converter Is a spatial resolution converter means. 



2. Claim : 3 

Image conversion apparatus for converting compressed data, 
comprising a resolution converter, wherein said resolution 
converter is a temporal resolution converter means. 



3. Claims: 5,6,25 

Image conversion apparatus for converting compressed data, 
comprising a resolution converter with a decoder which 
comprises compensation means for generating predicted image 
data which is applied to adder means that continuously 
produces decoded Image data, and comprises variable length 
decoder means that generates side information including 
motion information. 



4. Claims: 10.12 

Image conversion apparatus for converting compressed data to 
secondary compressed data Rn, comprising two resolution 
converters which each receive Rn as Input. 



5. Claim : 11 

Image conversion apparatus for converting compressed data, 
comprising a resolution converter and comprising selecting 
means for manually selecting a desired degree of resolution 
of the resolution conversion. 



6. Claim : 13 

Image conversion apparatus for converting compressed data, 
comprising a resolution converter with a decoder which 
comprises compensation means for generating predicted image 
data which is applied to adder means that continuously 
produces decoded image data, and comprises a plurality of 
coefficient selectors each for selecting from among the 
conversion coefficients output by said adder means a 
predetermined number of conversion coefficients 
corresponding to a particular image resolution. 
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the 
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely: 



7. Claims: 14,15,18,19.23 

Image recompression method comprising the steps of 
requantlzing a difference signal obtained from previous 
Image data, relnverse quantizing said requantlzed Image 
data, and adding or subtracting further data to generate a 
compensation signal for next image data. 



8. Claims: 16,17,20,21,22,24 

Image recompression method comprising the steps of 
extracting, from a conversion coefficient block, a 
predetermined number of coefficients. 
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